Advances in health care have been stymied by the slow adoption of the data sharing tools and practices of other industries [@bib0005]. In the midst of a global pandemic, and also in the future, we can accelerate medical science and drug discovery by providing clinicians with the tools necessary to generate reliable, FAIR [@bib0010], standardized data while keeping their primary focus on patient care.

In response to the current global pandemic, a Case Report Form (CRF) specific to COVID-19 [@bib0015] has been developed by the World Health Organization and the International Severe Acute Respiratory and Emerging Infection Consortium. This CRF is being used as the foundation for many COVID-19 research studies across the globe.

CDISC data standards experts, in partnership with researchers from the University of Oxford and Harvard University as well as major pharmaceutical companies and government agencies [@bib0020] have released critical tools to facilitate the generation of quality data for COVID-19 research [@bib0025]. Among other content, an annotated version of the report form (aCRF) and a mapping spreadsheet to support researchers utilizing the aCRF are freely available at CDISC.org.

Data standards offer the rigor, structure and semantics necessary for high-quality, interoperable data [@bib0030], yet it can be challenging for clinicians to invest time and resources in developing such expertise. Technology-enabled data standards tools such as the CDISC aCRF offer a means for research to benefit from data standardization without researchers facing these hurdles themselves. An aCRF is useful in all resource settings including low, middle and high income countries at the peak of a pandemic.

Data sharing is requisite for efficient, high-quality research collaboration. The work of the CDISC COVID-19 task force provides not only tools for researchers tackling the pandemic but also a fresh substrate for generating the types of technology-enabled tools that can vastly improve data quality and sharing. A breakthrough in COVID-19 cannot come soon enough. CDISC provides a pragmatic, easily deployed solution that can effectively bridge the gap between clinical care and research.
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